
[bookmark: _GoBack]RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF
ORANGE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA
September 24, 2024
WHEREAS, Health and Safety Code section 101080 authorizes a local health officer to declare a local health emergency in the health officer’s jurisdiction affected by a threat to the public health because of an imminent and proximate threat of the introduction of any contagious, infectious, or communicable disease, chemical agent, noncommunicable biologic agent, toxin, or radioactive agent;
WHEREAS, on September 9, 2024, the wildfire labeled Trabuco Canyon Airport Fire (Airport Fire) started in Orange County near the Radio Controlled (RC) Flying Field off Trabuco Creek Road and has continued to significantly impact the public health of Orange County residents;  
WHEREAS, multiple structures have been damaged by the Airport Fire, including cabins in the Holy Jim Canyon;
WHEREAS, when structures are involved in a wildfire, the combustion of building materials results in ash and debris that contain hazardous substances that must be properly handled, transported, and disposed in such a way as to minimize risk to human health;
WHEREAS, if the ash and debris generated by the Airport Fire are not properly managed, they can pose present and potential health threats through dust particles in runoff that can contaminate drinking water supplies including underground water wells in the affected area by the Airport Fire;
WHEREAS, two seasonal underground wells in the Holy Jim Canyon area have the potential of being contaminated if ash generated by the Airport Fire infiltrates the wells with rain activity;
WHEREAS, on September 20, 2024, the County Health Officer declared a local health emergency pursuant to Health and Safety Code section 101080 because the ash and debris generated by the Airport Fire have introduced chemical agent, noncommunicable biologic agent, or toxin and pose a threat to the health of Orange County residents through dust particles, runoff and impact on the drinking water supplies including water wells;
WHEREAS, a local health emergency declared pursuant to Health and Safety Code section 101080 shall not remain in effect for more than seven days unless ratified by the Board of Supervisors; 
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors hereby finds that there continues to exist an imminent and proximate threat to public health in Orange County from the ash and debris generated by the Airport Fire. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Orange County Board of Supervisors that:
1. The local health emergency declared by the County Health Officer on September 20, 2024, is hereby ratified and shall continue in effect until October 19, 2024.
2. The County’s Health Officer is directed to bring for review by the Board of Supervisors the need for continuing the local health emergency no later than October 19, 2024.
3. All County departments and agencies take those actions, measures, and steps deemed necessary to assure the health, safety and welfare of Orange County residents and property, including requesting mutual aid to the extent such aid is necessary.
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